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The SJBRUS i s a massive information gathering ef for t by the Department 
of I n t e r i o r which wil l analyze the e f fec t s of a l l fu ture uranium devel-
opment i n the San Juan Basin and Grants Mineral Bel t . The study w i l l 
focus on the impacts of uranium development a c t i v i t y , i . e . , explora t ion , 
mining, m i l l i n g , construct ion and reclamation, on the na tura l and human 
environment over a time span s t a r t i n g a t the present and extending i n t o 
the 21st century. 

The study w i l l s a t i s fy the need perceived by the I n t e r i o r Department to 
understand the cumulative e f fec t s of poss ib le l a rge sca le uranium 
development a c t i v i t y i n order to supplement future s i t e spec i f i c envi-

-xonmental—impact-statements.—The-document-itself—is-a-^study^——There 
i s no s p e c i f i c decision or act ion plan tha t i s being analyzed r e l a t i v e 
to impacts . Thus, a l l development a c t i v i t y on s t a t e , f e d e r a l , t r i b a l , 
and p r i v a t e lands are being s tudied as a na tura l un i t . 

The study area i s defined geological ly by the Ju ra s s i c outcrop of the 
Morrison Formation. This area encompasses southern Colorado, the south
eas t corner of Utah, and the northwest quadrant of New Mexico. Within 
t h i s a r e a , the team wi l l focus on the subregions tha t hold the most 
po t en t i a l for l a rge sca le uranium development. 

The study task force i s composed of na tura l and soc ia l s c i e n t i s t s , p r i 
vate consul tan ts and employees of the Bureau of Indian Af fa i r s , United 
S ta tes Geological Survey, Bureau of Mines, Mining Engineering and 
Safety Administrat ion, Bureau of Land Management, Fish and Wildlife 
Serv ice , National Park Service , and Heri tage, Conservation and Recrea
tion Service . The Bureau of Indian Affairs i s the lead agency due to 
i t s t r u s t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s on Indian lands . 

The study o f f i c i a l l y began on August 18, 1977, and wi l l extend for two 
years . The SJBRUS staff an t i c ipa t e a f i r s t rough draf t by January, 1979. 

The methodology of the study i s to analyze forecas ts of uranium demand 
on the basin area and derive projected production f igu re s . These pro
duction f igures have been converted to uranium development outputs tha t 
w i l l impact the socioeconomic and na tura l environment over t ime. These 
impacts wi l l be quant i f ied wherever pos s ib l e , and t r ans l a t ed i n t o 
" r e s u l t s of impacts-needs," e t c . 
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